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Q1. Is the plant taller than a person?





Note: All Native Irish Tree Species are marked with (N) after their name





ECO-UNESCO’s Dichotomous Key for some Common Irish Tree Species





Q2. Are the leaves 


finger-shaped? 





Q14. Are the leaves small, thumbnail size?





Q9. Are the leaves needle-like?





Q3. Are the leaves very spiny?





YES: Birch (N)





YES: Horse Chestnut





NO: Go to Q4





Q4. Do the leaves have 5-7 main lobes/points?





YES: Scots Pine (N)





NO: Sycamore





Q5. Are the main lobes long and finger-like, and do they all meet together at one point?





YES: Field Maple





NO: Go to Q6





Q6. Is the outline of the leaf smooth?





NO: Go to Q12





YES: Go to Q11








Note: All Native Irish Tree Species are marked with (N) after their name





YES: Go to Q5





Q7. Does the tree bear clusters of bright red berries in Autumn?





NO: Go to Q13





NO: Go to Q15





Q15. Are the leaves 


regular-shaped, almost circular?





NO: Go to Q10





Q8. Are the leaves clearly more elongated  (long) than round?





YES: Go to Q9





NO: Ash Tree (N)





Q13. Are the edges 


of the leaves wavy?





Q10. Are the edges of 


the leaves jagged?





Q11. Is the bark of the tree almost 


white in colour?





Q12. Are the leaves small and deeply lobed so that each leaf almost looks divided?





Q17. Are the stalks and undersides of the leaves hairy?





No: Use another key





YES: Rowan (N)





Q16 Are the leaves rounded 


and glossy (rubbery to touch)?





YES: Yew Tree (N)





No: Go to 8





Yes: Go to Q3





YES: Go to Q2





NO: Go to Q7





YES: Hawthorn (N)





NO: Wych Elm (N)





YES: Irish Oak (N)





NO: Go to Q14





YES: Birch (N)





NO: Beech





YES: Go to Q16





NO: Go to Q4





YES: Lime





NO: Go to Q17





YES: Hazel (N)





NO: Alder (N)
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